Valdez Small Boat Harbor Boatyard Policy

VSBH may have an inspection made of boats received for storage. This inspection will determine if there is the presence of any combustible vapors onboard, general cleanliness and condition of the vessel, fire safety equipment available onboard and appropriate power connections. Storage may be refused until the condition of the vessel is corrected.

1. Storage Period and Cost
a. Vessels planning to be hauled out for more than six months need to be placed at another facility. The harbor office maintains a list of alternate vessel storage facilities.

b. Vessel maintenance pads are available for $20 per day, which includes use of power and water.

c. Power is available at the washdown pads for $5 per hour or $12.50 per day.

2. Blocking

a. Blocks and jack stands must provide a minimum bearing area of 576 Square inches (24” x 24”) or use a plywood pad provided by the harbor department.

b. No steel drums will be used as blocking.

3. Environmental Concerns

a. Vessels that will be hauled out for more than a month will have an approved oil adsorbent pad placed beneath the keel.

b. Appropriate material is available from the harbor for $15 per vessel.

c. Any maintenance work that involves an oil based product (i.e. Changing engine or outdrive oil) will be conducted within the boatyard. No maintenance work of any kind will be conducted at the launch ramp. 

d. Used oil will be disposed of properly. Contact the harbor office for details.

e. Use drip pans when handling any type of liquid and use separate drip pans for each fluid to avoid mixing.

f. Capture all petroleum spills with absorbent pads and materials. Notify the harbor office of any oil product spill.

g. For winterizing, use propylene glycol antifreeze for all systems; it is less toxic than ethylene glycol.  Use the minimum amount of antifreeze necessary for the job.  Ethylene glycol should never be used in potable water systems; it is highly toxic and cannot be purged reliably.

h. Do not fill fuel tanks more than 90% full.

4. Paint Removal Activities

a. Any maintenance involving blasting, chipping, sanding, or other ablative/abrasive removal of material or paint shall be done over canvas or plastic tarps.  If water blasting is conducted, filter fabric may be used instead of canvas or plastic tarps to allow water to pass through.

b. These activities shall be done in an enclosed or sheltered structure or in a tarped enclosure to contain airborne debris and dust.  Use of vacuum sanders and equipment is encouraged to collect and retain material.

c. Work areas shall be cleaned after each operation is completed or at the end of the day.  Remove all trash, debris, paint chips, fiberglass, blast grit, residue, etc. 

d. All resulting material from paint removal will be collected and disposed of properly.   This material shall not be disposed of in the trash, or construction materials dumpsters, unless tested and proved for such disposal by an environmental services company approved by the City.

e. The use of blowtorches or flammable paint remover is prohibited.

5. Fire Safety

a. Hotwork will not be conducted in the boatyard without a permit issued by the Harbormaster.

b. Welding and cutting activities will only be conducted in an area assigned by the Harbormaster.

c. Store opened containers of useable solvents and paints in covered, UL-listed, or Factory Mutual Approved containers.

d. Be sure fuel tanks are 85-90% full to prevent flammable fumes from accumulating and to minimize the possibility of condensation leading to corrosion.

e. The use of portable heaters within the boat storage area is prohibited unless the heater is needed for the repair of the vessel and there is person attending the heater while it is being used. 
6. Power

a. No power provided in the boatyard will be used without making prior arrangements with the harbor.

b. Electrical systems and equipment used within VSBH facilities will comply with NFPA 70, National Electrical Code and Chapter 3 of NFPA 303.

c. Cords with current carrying capacity of less than fifteen (15) amps will not be used.

7. Length of stay on vessel maintenance pads.

a. Length of stay may be limited if facility is reserved to capacity.

b. Vessels intending to use the maintenance pads will schedule their use with the harbor office.

8. Housekeeping

a. Cleanup after any maintenance conducted to a vessel.

b. Contact the harbor office if there are housekeeping problems noted.

c. Ask the harbor office if there are any questions arising from a planned maintenance activity.

